Creve Coeur Airport Improvement Corporation          

                           3127 Creve Coeur Mill Road                                      St. Louis, Mo.  63146

Phone (314) 878-6400                                                                                                        Fax (314) 878-6453 

TO ALL AIRCRAFT AND HANGAR OWNERS OF CREVE COEUR AIRPORT

Everyone has been complaining about the number of automobiles that seem to find their way onto the taxiways (and even runways) that have absolutely no business being there.  Most of these day trippers drive to the North of the main hangar building because they just don’t know any better.  They either claim not to have seen the signs asking them not to do so, or just don’t give a damn.  

So it looks like we’re going to have to put in a gate – probably just past the big Sycamore tree on the North side of the big lot.   This would mean an expenditure of considerable funds for which much better use could be found – as well as causing some unwelcome inconvenience to the people here.

Connie Stix has suggested that perhaps if we put a series of small signs along the drive in – just past the right hand bend – apprising people visiting the airport of our “ground” rules concerning vehicular traffic on the airport, visitors might be less inclined to disregard these rules.  I, myself, do not think it will make much difference – and would certainly not keep out the night time intrusions:  such as those who use the runway and taxiways as race tracks.  

However, it’s worth a try.  (And a hell of a lot less expensive).

Being known for my inability to display the written word without violating common decency by using profane words or inferences – I have decided to open this sign making to you that use the airport.  Perhaps even a contest to see which of you could create the most effective sign – with even a small cash remuneration for those persons who author the sign(s) used for our trial.  I would suggest the following:

The essence of the sign would be to dissuade unauthorized personnel from going past the East end of the main office/hangar building – where  we would place a wide yellow line.   Only those persons having a Creve Coeur Sticker would be allowed past the line and into the hangar/taxiway area.

Brevity is key – perhaps something like the old “Burma Shave” signs might work.  Threats are to be avoided – such as “your car will be towed”, or “the police will be notified”, etc.  Nobody really thinks you’d do it, anyway.  And it’s adversarial.  All we’re asking is that people park their car in the lot provided and come into the office for directions or permission to enter the aircraft area.  Being on our airport is a privilege – not a right.

I had one all ready to go last Sunday – but is did not fulfill several of the above criteria.  Just so you know what we DON’T want, I include it here:

IF YOU CAN READ

THIS LITTLE SIGN

AND YELLING AT

YOU DO NOT MIND

JUST GO AHEAD

AND DRIVE ON THROUGH

IT’S ON YOUR ASS THAT WE WILL CHEW.

Perhaps something on this order:

IF YOU PASS

THE YELLOW LINE

DON’T EXPECT TO GET A FINE

PUNISHMENT IS SWIFT AND SURE

ABOUT THAT

WE WON’T DEMURE.

(Too adversarial.)

GET A STICKER                                   IF YOU ARE TO FLIGHT LINE  BOUND,

FOR PIECE OF MIND                          AND ON YOUR CAR NO STICKER’S FOUND;

DISPLAY IN FRONT                             PLEASE LEAVE IT IN THE LOT PROVIDED:

OR JUST BEHIND                                  OR FROM YOUR ASS YOU’LL BE DIVIDED

THEN YOU’RE FREE

TO COME AND GO

AND WE’LL KNOW

YOU’RE NOT THE FOE

(Accusatory?)

IF YOU DRIVE

BEYOND THIS POINT

WITH A STICKER

YOU MUST ANOINT

BE IT FRONT

OR IN THE REAR

WE WON’T FUSS

YOU’RE IN THE CLEAR

(Whiney?)

IF YOU DOUBT

YOUR RIGHT TO BE

JUST COME ON IN

THE OFFICE AND SEE

LET US KNOW

OF YOUR INTENT

AND WE’LL TELL

JUST WHAT’S OUR BENT

(Bent – Really!)

FOR THOSE CARS

WHO HAVE A STICKER

BEING HERE’S NO CAUSE TO BICKER

IF YOU DISREGARD THIS SIGN

THEN YOU ARE NO FRIEND OF MINE.

(Like – who cares?)

Anyway – you get the idea.  Maybe we’ll get a sign like the one at the little church on Creve Coeur Mill Road; and change the verbiage every month. 

Such as:

THOU SHOULD TREAT                   THAT IS GRAND                       IT IS GOD

THY FELLOW MAN                           BUT IF YOU CROSS                WITH WHOM YOU’LL DINE

IN A MANNER                                     THE YELLOW LINE        

Burma Shave?

